
Diary Study: Paws4Survival Fosters 

Introduction 

This Diary Study is aimed to study typical foster parent experiences. The goal will be to see if new 
features that support their work can be created on Paws4 Survival site. Participants will be expected to 
create one diary entry a day for two weeks. Because participants may range in age from 21 (the age 
required to foster) to any age older, we will use a paper diary studies to prevent a technology gap. 

By observing a foster’s day to day interactions with a Paws4Survival dog or cat we can find how to better 
assist them through website resources, whether it be a support blog, tips for training, or anything that 
foster parents can access to make the important task of fostering a needy animal easier. 

Participants 

10 participants chosen for the study will come from a pool of foster parents who are currently fostering 
a Paws4Survival cat or dog.  

Expectations 

Participants will be asked to ideally fill out their entries during the evening hours (so a full day can be 
logged) and will receive mobile text reminders at 8 p.m. There will also be a researcher available 
between the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. to respond to any questions the participant may have. In the 
event that the dog or cat is adopted before the end of the two-week period, fosters will be asked to 
continue logging their interactions with the website or steps they took post adoption each day. They will 
receive a more unstructured diary entry form.  

Challenges 

Because animals come with a variety of different personalities, the day to day interactions may be 
difficult to compare. For example, one foster parent may be fostering a dog who is a few years old and 
has a calm, non-destructive demeanor while another participant may have a puppy who requires a lot of 
energy and need constant attention or training. This method will allow as to see the variety of needs of 
our foster parents. 

Questions to Present  

Please indicate the date, time and entry number of this diary (4/10, 8:00 p.m., Entry #1) 
__________________________ 

What animal rescue websites did you log into today? ____________________________________ 

What was your goal in logging into the website? ________________________________________ 



How long did you spend on the website? ______________________________________ 

Did your foster pet provide you with any challenges today? ________________________________ 

Did you spend any time training your foster pet? __________________ 

➢ How much time? _________________ 

Did you have to buy any supplies for your pet today? _________________________  

➢ If yes, how much money did you spend (US$ Dollars)? ______________________________ 

How long did you spend engaging in physical activity with your foster pet? ________________________ 

➢ What kind of physical activity did you engage in (hike, playing catch, walk around the 
neighborhood)? ______________________ 

➢ How long did you spend in physical activity with the foster pet? ________________________ 

Analysis of Results 

Once all data is collected, the rates of each category will be determined in the table below.  

 Amount of time 
(hrs.) spent on 
animal rescue 
website each day 

Amount of time 
(hrs.) spent 
training foster pet 
each day 

Amount of time 
(hrs.) spent 
engaging in 
physical activity 
with pet each day 

Amount of Dollars 
(US$) spent on 
foster pet each day 

Lowest amount of 
time/ dollars spent 
in one day 

    

Highest amount of 
time/ dollars spent 
in one day 

    

Median amount of 
time/ dollars spent 
each day 

    

Most active date 
for each category 

    

 

 



 

 


